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         Important Dates 

 
 

PTA Carnival ñ April 27th 6-pm-8pm 

 

PTA Meeting ñ May 1st 6pm 

 

Book Fair ñ May 7th-11th 

 

VIP Breakfast ñ May 10th A-M    

                               May 11th N-Z 

 

PTA Movie Night (Hong Kong)  ñ  

               May 18th 4pm-6pm 

 

PTA 6th Grade Farewell Party ñ  

               May 24th 4pm-6pm 

 

PTA Sponsored Field Day ñ May 30th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear PSI Families, 

 

Ohio State Testing is nearly complete and the end of the school 

year is in sight, but that doesnõt mean that the year is over. Our 

expectation is that learning will continue until our last day. 

 

We do have some special events coming up. The PTA carnival 

is Friday, April 27th from 6:00 to 8:00PM. We hope to see you 

there. All family and friends of Park Street are welcome. The 

PTA will also hold a 6th grade only party on Thursday, May 24th 

from 4:00 to 6:00PM. 

 

As the year comes to a close, it is nice to reflect back on all we 

have accomplished this school year.  We are very pleased with 

the hard work our students and staff put in everyday this school 

year. From after school activities to in-class learning opportuni-

ties, it has been an exciting and rewarding year for all. 

 

Thank you so much for everything you have done to support 

your child and our school so far this year.  It is families like you 

who help to make this a special place. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mr. Rardon 

Principal 

  PARK STREET INT 
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           Title:  Does the Chair Really Matter? 
 
Teachers and parents know that each child is different in the way they think, act and 
learn, but have we ever considered the physical environment that a child prefers and 
learns best in?  That question was addressed with a SWCSEF (South-Western City 
Schools Education Foundation) grant written in the fall by Mrs. Weber. The ñ21st Century 
Classroomò considers how the actual classroom with its tables, desks and chairs affects a 
childôs ability to learn.  With the money provided by the grant, Mrs. Weber was able to pur-
chase 4 ñNeorokò stools that rock and spin as a child sits at their desk and works. An ad-
ditional 4 ñCantileverò chairs were purchased that also provide for this same back and 
forth rocking motion as a student works.  Each day in Mrs. Weberôs class, students have 
their choice of seating options and the feedback from students has been overwhelmingly 
positive. On one occasion as the new class entered the room for science a student could 
be heard saying ñI love coming in here because I get to pick my seat.ò  Another student 
wrote ñI like to move when I work and I think it makes me more productive.ò  
 

 



р 

 

ñI like the seats because we have choices and I like to move when I work.  It makes me 
like to learn because I can move around.ò 

The pie chart illustrates that 92.5% of the students like to move while they are work-

ing.  A regular school chair does not allow for any movement while a child is sitting in it. 

Two students added that the chair that rocks has a higher seat back on it and that was 

another bonus in addition to the rocking.  Several students also commented that the 

movement helps them focus and this is one area that the ñ21st Century Classroomò 

has researched. The physical working environment does impact a childôs ability to fo-

cus, stay on task and complete their assignments.  Mrs. Weber plans to submit another 

SWCSEF Grant next year in the hopes of adding to the flexible seating options current-

ly available in her classroom 
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             Lƴǎ ŀƴŘ hǳǘǎ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜ ¢ŜǎǝƴƎ 

 
Ohio State Testing is going on at Park Street Intermediate.  Our test dates are 

Apri 9th thru May 1st.  Every year it seems there are questions about why the stu-

dents need to participate in the state testing.  Park Street Int thought we would 

give some information from the Ohio Department of Education to answer why the 

state testing exists.    According to the Ohio Department of Education, there are 

three main reasons why the students take these tests.   

 
Reason 1: Objectivity 

At their core, standardized exams are designed to be objective measures. They 

assess students based on a similar set of questions, are given under nearly iden-

tical testing conditions, and are graded by a machine or blind reviewer. They are 

intended to provide an accurate, unfiltered measure of what a student knows. 

 

Reason 2: Comparability  

 

School practitioners also use statewide test results to benchmark their studentsô 

achievement across school and district lines. For instance, the principal of East 

Elementary could compare the achievement of her students against those attend-

ing West Elementary, the district average, the county average, and the statewide 

average. How do her students stack up? Only a statewide standardized test could 

tell.  

 

Reason 3: Accountability 

Like it or not, standardized exam data remain the best way to hold schools ac-

countable for their academic performance. To its great credit, Ohio is implement-

ing a cutting-edge school accountability system. The accountability metrics in-

clude robust measures often referred to as ñstudent growthò or ñvalue-addedò 

measures, along with conventional proficiency results and college-admissions re-

sults. All of these outcome measures are based on standardized test results. 
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